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ERRIN'S VALUE & ROLE n

% We create a bridge between EU
policy and local innovation
ecosystems

% We act as a frusted platform for
dialogue and collaboration between
cities, regions, as well as universities
and industry on the ground r

% We highlight the regional dimension in &
EU R&l policy ensuring that initiatives
are designed with and for territories,
rather than imposed top-down
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ERRIN - The voice for place-
based R&l
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20 June 2024
ERRIN - The voice of regions supporting EU decision-makers in place-based R&I policy

ERRIN - European Regions Research and Innovation Network - is a Brussels-based network that
supports regional and local stakeholders in developing their innovation ecosystems and enhancing
research and innovation (R&I) capacities through collaboration and partnerships.

As the new political cycle begins, European competitiveness, strategic autonomy and addressing the
feeling of disconnect between citizens and the EU are among the major issues on the table. Fostering
collaboration in R&l is key to helping Europe prosper in the wider geopolitical context. At the same time,
maintaining the link with the needs and realities of territories is crucial to ensure optimal impact of
policies and keeping people at the centre of the European project.

HOW CAN ERRIN SUPPORT EUROPEAN DECISION MAKERS

ERRIN brings together 120 regions and their research and innovation ecosystems from across 22
European countries. The network mobilises key R& stakeholders — public authorities, academia, the
private sector and civil society. While facing different challenges, our members invest in research and
innovation, local and regional development and contribute to making Europe more competitive.
Together, we work bottom-up on European R&l policy and funding and foster experience sharing,
mutual learning and collaboration.

ERRIN combines the diverse experiences and expertise at regional and local level where transformations
take place. At the same time, we are not only focused on transforming our members’ regions but also
on connecting their innovation ecosystems to become drivers of change at the European level.

June 2024

Connected regional R&l
ecosystems - key for Europe'’s
competitiveness
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PUTTING RESTRRCH
‘Ao mouToN
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January 2025
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TOWARDS THE EU LONG-TERM BUDGET POST-2027

ERRIN’s 10 key messages to
the next MFF

QeOa
ERRINE.

and petiti ~ insights from 120 regicnal ecosystems
At this pivotal time for Europe, with the Commission's proposals for the next Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) and the F for and {FP10) getting closer,
European Regions Research and Innovation Network (EREIN) is pleased to provide inputs on how the EU
can create the right conditions for R& to thrive for a competitive Europe post-2027

Even with the strong recognition of the value of innovation as for

in key documents like such as the Draghi report, the impeortance of the place-based dimension of
innovation and competitiveness is not covered, leaving a gap in the current policy discussions. However,
a thriving European mnm-'mon ecosystem requires strong and well-connected place-based innovation

for g Europe’s itiveness, and s(ra(eslc autonomy.
thhout full participation of Europe’s dlveme regional h d , strategic
autonomy in key technological domains as well as the implementation of EU Green Deal will remain out
of reach. A standalone FP10 is necessary to ensure a strong h and i vinthe

next MFF, putting innovation at the heart of the European economy and ensuring strong collaboration
dimension within EU and between third countries.

The next EU long-term budget must not rely solely on top-down measures focused on a limited number
of industrial sectors. Europe also needs to base its measures and investments on technology pull and
real demand on the ground. Recognlsmg the diversity of realities and conditions of cities and regions
across Europe, and ion with territories, is crucial for ensuring that EU policies
and programmes have high i |muact and keep citizens at the core of the European project.

The following 10 recommendations are based on insights gathered from the 120 regional ecosystems.
that ERRIN brings together across Europe, based on our comprehensive paper series Towards the 10th
Framework Programme.

April 2025
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TOWARDS THE NEXT FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME

ERRIN FP10 paper series
v EU Missions
v Widening

v' European Partnerships

v' Connected regional innovation ecosystems



https://errin.eu/system/files/2024-07/ERRIN%20FP10%20paper%20series_%20EU%20Missions.pdf
https://errin.eu/system/files/2024-09/ERRIN%20FP10%20paper%20series_Widening.pdf
https://errin.eu/system/files/2025-03/250327%20ERRIN%20FP10%20series%20-%20European%20Partnerships%201.pdf
https://errin.eu/system/files/2025-03/250311%20ERRIN%20Input%20Paper_Ecosystems_final_0.pdf
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PROPOSAL FOR A NEW EUROPEAN BUDGET
MFF 2028-2034

= e P | of the E C ission 16
2“28 2“3“ JL?VDSOS%O e European Commission

| |  Second proposal adding seven sectoral

elements 3 September 2025
IRI[[I“N * Procedure:
| I « Adoption of MFF requires unanimity
Members-States and Council, following
consent of EU Parliament
AN nMBI"““s Bm]ﬂ“ H]H « Forrevenues require unanimity in Councill

ASTRONGER EUROPE and approval by Member-States



https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?

Assessing the proposals for the next
long-tferm budget post 2027

“Focus” on =

« National and Regional Partnership g2
Plans

« European Competitiveness Fund

* Horizon Europe

And how they are linked together...

Dedicated events and discussions on
the three proposals
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National and Regional Partnership Plans

ONE COHERENT STRATEGY

MAIN SECTOR-SPECIFIC
FRAMEWORK RULES PROGRAMMING SUPPORTED MEASURES BEMEFITS
- 1
: ! Multi-level
Regional I i govemnance and
development ' I : @ partnership with
MATIONAL AND ! I L
(EFRD & CF) I ; i regions and
REGIONAL i Reforms i : sprinrs :
I
Migration, : i ! i [I=7] simplification
borders, ; r”-l”‘;“rtl]'l' : Eﬂ Faster payments
i Less burd
se:urit'f Climate and : : H TR
i I
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC, environment target 43% ; Investments and :
TERRITORIAL, SOCIAL, Social target 14% : other interventions ' iRl of
RURAL AND MARITIME Social i : b
SUSTAINABLE (ESF+) : ! Fundamental
PROSPERITY | e Rights)
A“D sEcuanY FuNn 1 : __________________ JI ----------------------------------------------------
R i o S 1 A PR | arrerresssssrrerrssssscssereressssssmerrsrsaanes "
Common l : i :
Transnational ) B Hi i
| 1 igher
-ﬁgr:“::mml I projects : G EU added-value
olicy : 1 =7 of the budget
I : :
EU FACILITY ; Crisis response i Pk pete sttt ccreRpe: :
I H H
Fisheries : : @ Mare ﬂ;xibillt',' to i
I E respond to new
and ! Ability to address ) i @ chinllEsiges
maritime | | new crises and needs | | i
I I i
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With a proposed €175 billion budget, the new programme will be based on four pillars.

Pillar |

EXCELLENT
SCIENCE

Pillar Il

COMPETITIVENESS
AND SOCIETY

Pillar Il
INNOVATION

Pillar IV

EUROPEAN
RESEARCH AREA

€44.079 BILLION

EUROPEAN RESEARCH
COUNCIL

MARIE SKLODOWSKA-
CURIE ACTIONS

SCIENCE FOR EU POLICIES

€75.876 BILLION

COMPETITIVENESS! :

1. Clean Transition and
Industrial Decarbonisation

2. Health, Biotech,
Agriculture and
Bioeconomy

3. Digital leadership

4. Resilience and Security,
Defence Industry and
Space

SOCIETY:

1. Global societal challenges

2. EU Missions

3. New European Bauhaus
Facility

! Consistent with activities under the European Competitiveness Fund

€38.785 BILLION

EUROPEAN INNOVATION
COUNCIL

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS
AND

THE KNOWLEDGE
TRIANGLE

€16.262 BILLION

ERA POLICIES

RESEARCH AND
TECHNOLOGY
INFRASTRUCTURES

WIDENING PARTICIPATION
AND SPREADING
EXCELLENCE

ADltech
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European Competitiveness Fund

€67,4bn

Clean transition and
industrial decarbonisation €175 bn
incl 41,2 bn Innovation Fund Horizon Europe

€22,6 bn

Health and biotech,
agriculture and bioeconomy

€451bn

€54,8 bn Tetal

Digital Leadership

€131 bn

Resilience and security,
defence industry and space
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EXAMPLE — SMART SPECIALISATION

European Regions
Research and
Innovation Network

18 September 2025 Hsmart speCiaIiSatlon hEIpS I'egIOI‘IS SElECt
ERRIN key messages on the future of $3 priorities. But little is done to assess the value
Introduction of those priorities or align them with the EU’s

- 1/
As the EU enters a critical phase of policy discussions for the post-2027 programming period, ERRIN WIder goaIS-
members have reflected on the experiences of Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3) so far and what is
needed to ensure their continued relevance and impact in a new global landscape with priorities
increasingly centred around European competitiveness. This report is based on the insights gathered Annemie Turtelboom
during an interactive session between ERRIN members, where discussions focused on three key Member of the European
themes crucial for S3 post-2027: the strategic role of Smart Specialisation, governance and ot of AudRors
stakeholder engagement and interregional collaboration.

For ERRIN members, Smart Specialisation Strategies have proven to be a valuable and effective tool
for strengthening innovation-driven regional development and fostering collaboration within and
between R&I ecosystems. The place-based approach of S3 has been key for supporting regions in
identifying their unique strengths and opportunities to maximise their R&I potential. The stakeholder
engagement in 53 has been effective in many regions, bringing together key R&I actors — businesses,
universities, public authorities and civil society — to shape priorities collaboratively, which has
strengthened their regional R&I ecosystems. Another key strength of S3 is its potential to bridge
multiple policy areas —regional policy, research and innovation policy and industrial policy —and foster
synergies between them, which has not yet been fully unleashed in practice. In parallel, cohesion
policy should adopt a more innovative approach more broadly, mainstreaming innovation throughout
its priorities, beyond key objective one, with Smart Specialisation as an enabler.
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JOIN ERRIN’S WORKING GROUPS

o

SMART POLICY SCIENCE &

SPECIALISATION WG EDUCATION FOR

SOCIETY WG

COMPETITIVENESS WORKSSTREAM

NATURAL RESOURCES & AD.

J KT 1) : 3 WY AR A - TN Lok n
BLUE ECONOMY CLIMATE TRANSPORT ENERGY & SMART CITIES
WG ADAPTATION TF WG CLIMATE CHANGE WG

r TEAN

HEALTH CLUSTER

s

N7

CULTURE
HERITAGE &
TOURISM WG

T

DESIGN &
CREATIVITY WG
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Suc

cess stories — Navarra

« 2023: ERRIN’s matchmaking event - Regional Innovation Valleys (RIV)

Project O

©

Connect Regional

Innovation

Ecosystems

Establish a European Circular

Innovation Valley,
diverse regions to

expertise, resources, and
best practices in circular
economy innovation.

Early monitoring by ERRIN's Policy WG

ERRIN Project facilitation workshop

RIV application of Navarra Region was successful

Sept. 2024: Start of the ECIV project — European Circular Innovation Valley, budget of

€27 million, including cascade funding for local stakeholders.

Co-funded by the

About News Events Resources Matchmaking  Contacts Q European Union

2025

Establishment of
thematic communities
and governance
framework

2026 February

End of Open call 1 for
innovation projects

bjectives

© O

Mobilize
Investments for
Circular Innovation

Transform
Industrial Value
Chains

Shape Circular
Economy Policies
and Strategies

Bridge the
Innovation Gap

Enhance collaboration
between innovation leaders
and emerging regions,
ensuring equitable access to
knowledge, funding, and
technological
advancements.

Influence regional and EU-
wide policies by developing
strategic action plans,
mentoring programs, and
knowledge-sharing
platforms to accelerate
circular transformation.

Support the shift from linear
to circular value chains by
fostering innovation in
materials, processes, and
business models, ensuring
sustainable economic
growth.

Launch open calls and
funding programs,
channelling €16.3M in public
funding and €7M in private
investment to support
circular economy projects.

2024 September 2025 December

linking
share

Official launch of the
ECIV project

Open call 1 for
innovation projects

Open call for
Experimentations

2026 October

Open call 2 for
innovation projects

NE XS
WHERE NAVARRA
MEETS EUROPE

w C

2026 December

End of Open call 2 for
innovation projects

O @® 0 @ 0 @0

2027

Implementation of
pilot circular
economy projects
across participating
regions

ADltech
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European
Circular
Innovation
Valley

2028-2029

Scaling successful
innovations and final
evaluation of impact

on circular value
chains

@ O

2029 August

End of
Experimentation calls

End of the ECIV
project
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s U C C ess Sto rl es - N avq rrq Circular Cities & Regions Initiative - Pilots

ERRIN is leading the Multi-Stakeholder Dialogues collecting inputs
from local and regional stakeholders on R&l gaps for the European
Commission’s Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI) 2022-
2025

ERRIN NEXUS ADltech

2024: Opportunity to influence future funding calls: Involvement of
Narra Region and ECIV partners in Multi-Stakeholder Dialogues
providing direct input for topics for demonstration projects to be
funded by Horizon Europe 2026-2027 calls a & Teritories \T Action

< . ’ Capacity Building Team
2024-2026: ERRIN — together with EURADA and Climate KIC - is
facilitating the implementation of the Preparatory Action of the
European Parliament on Innovation for place-based
transformation.

2025: Navarra is one of 8 pioneering regions in Europe involved in
the Experimentation Journey for achieving circularity, with the
focus on market creation.
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ERRINS PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TOOL

« A central hub for ERRIN members to explore, express
interest and engage with a variety of funding
opportunities. External organisations can engage with
ERRIN members through a partner search.

« ERRIN members who have expressed interest in the European Regions
same calls can directly connect, initiate discussions ERRI N oo

Innovation Network
and explore potential collaboration.

«  ERRIN Working Groups and Clusters will conduct
follow-up activities through dedicated project ERRIN'S PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TOOL
development sessions where there is sufficient
interest.

Learn how to use the Project Development Tool here. @ %} :‘(

Start expressing interest via the Project Development Tool
here!


https://errin.eu/sites/default/files/2024-07/PDT_Flyer_Digital.pdf
https://errin.eu/policy-projects/project-development-tool
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MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP

\é" ERRIN’s 2026 Work Plan: provide input for ERRIN’s annual
member survey by 31 October

Slgn up for an ERRIN user account
[ 4 ERRIN members’ your stakeholders can have an account
dah Active ERRIN Daily Update emails and follow the Working Groups,
projects and tags in to receive daily emails with the latest news, events
and opportunities
- At the same time, sign up for the ERRIN newsletter

= Participate in Working Groups
- Working Group meetings are excellent opportunities to network and

learn about EU initiatives, opportunities and what they mean for regions
- Colleagues in Brussels can apply to lead a Working Group

@ pload and engage on the ERRIN website

Make sure your organisation’s profile is up-to-date
Showcase your region by uploading news, events and opportunities to
collaborate with your region to the ERRIN website

-  Keep an eye on the Project Development Tool and Noficeboard pages
for the |latest project opportunities



https://errin.eu/upload-content
https://errin.eu/policy-projects/project-development-tool
https://errin.eu/noticeboard
https://errin.eu/user/register
https://errin.eu/newsletters
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http://bit.ly/4dPTHsY
https://errin.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1315330/

DUBRAVKA JURISIC
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
Dubravka.Jurisic@errin.eu

INES MOUALIL
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
ines.moualil@errin.eu

SILVIA GHIRETTI
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER

silvia.ghiretti@errin.eu

ZOE THOMAZEAU
COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT
zoe.thomazeau@errin.eu

PAUL BRUNET
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
paul.brunet@errin.eu

PIRITA LINDHOLM
DIRECTOR
pirita.lindholm@errin.eu

ANA NAVA TAZO
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
Ana.Nava@errin.eu

GAIA MAROTTA
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
gaia.marotta@errin.eu

JOANNA KOMPERDA
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
joanna.komperda@errin,eu

MARCO GRIPPA
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
marco.grippa@errin.eu

EWA CHOMICZ
POLICY & ENGAGEMENT

MANAGER
ewa.chomicz@errin.eu

ASTRID HANNES

y

HEAD OF PROJECTS
astrid.hannes@errin.eu
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AGNIESZKA WIECZOREK JETHA
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER

agnieszka.wieczorek@errin.eu

GIANPIERO PETRUZZIELLO
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER

gianpiero.petruzziello@errin.eu

MARIA BOSTROM

COMMUNICATIONS & POLICY

MANAGER
maria.bostrom@errin.eu

TERESA VIO
FINANCE & OPERATIONS

MANAGER
teresa.vio@errin.eu

KYLE GALEA
PROJECT & POLICY MANAGER
Kyle.Galea@errin.eu
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